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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 07112 170938Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 USIA-15 /046 W 

019175 171520Z/53 

R 1 7095 1Z NOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5654 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 7112 

USDOC FOR CAGNE 

ATHENS FOR RTDO 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, SY 

SUBJECT: 25TH DAMASCUS INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
REF: (A) USDOC 21787; (B) USDOC 21796 

1 . POST GRATEFUL FOR REFTEL (A) PERMIT US BEGIN EARLY HOPEFULLY 
MORE EFFECTIVE-SOLICITATION CAMPAIGN. 

2. FOLLOWING IS QUICK RESPONSE TO REFTEL (B 
QUESTIONS WITH MORE 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW: 

A. FAIR AUTHORITIES HAVE ASSURED US THAT SPACE RENTAL COSTS WILL 
BE SAME AS IN 1977. EXPECT SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE IN LABOR AND 
UTILITY COSTS. 

B AND C. AS USDOC AWARE DTT SEEKING PPLTXY FUND CONSTRUCTION 
PERMANENT USA PAVILION AT FAIR. IF THIS APPROVED FAIR AUTHORITIES 
HAVE AGREED PROVIDE SPACE RENTAL AT CONCESSIONAL RATES. 

IN THIS CASE, FEES MENTIONED SHOULD BE MORE THAN SUFFICIENT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 07112 170938Z 

COVER ALL USG COSTS (ALTHOUGH START-UP FUNDS STILL REQUIRED). 

IF PERMANENT PAVILLION NOT RPT NOT APPROVED WE WILL MAKE 
DECISION ON SPACE DEPENDING ON PRELIMINARY RESPONSE 
TO SOLICITATION CAMPAIGN. OUR OPTIONS ARE (1) TO TAKE SAME 
INSIDE SPACE PL VS OUTSIDE SPACE UP TO SIZE OF SPACE TAKEN 
IN 1977; (2) SMALLER PAVILION EITHER BY USING ANOTHER BUILDING 
OR ASKING FAIR AUTHORITIES TO DIVIDE EXISTING BUILDING; 
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OR (3) HAVING SEPARATE OUTSIDE EXHIBIT AND TAKING SPACE IN 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING IF NUMBER OF FIRMS WHO HAVE INDOOR 
EXHIBITS IS LESS THAN SIX. IN OPTIONS (1) AND (3) 1977 FEE 
STRUCTURE WILL DEFINITELY NOT COVER COSTS-IN OPTION (2) SMALL 
INCREASE MAY BE NECESSARY. (WE ARE ALSO CONSIDERING OFFERING 
UNIMPROVED INDOOR SPACE FOR FIRMS WITH THEIR OWN DISPLAYS 
AT APPROX. DOLLAR 200 SQUARE METER). IN SHORT, BARRING 
PERMANENT PAVILION WE EXPECT SOME INCREASE IN COSTS NTE 25 
PERCENT OVER 1977. SHORTER DURATION OF FAIR SHOULD MORE THAN 
COMPENSATE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL COSTS. 

D. WE ARE WORKING IN CLOSE COOPERATION WITH USIS REGARDING 
CENTERPIECE, GRAPHICS AND CONCURRENT CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS. 
HOWEVER, USIS DIRECT FUNDING AS OCCURRED IN 1977 IS QUESTION 
THAT CAN BE ANSWERED BEST IN WASHINGTON. 

MURPHY 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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